Ricky Gervais
responds to
footage from
inside MBR Acres

I'm deeply shocked to see -
the suffering of these innocent
beautiful puppies, crammed into small
cells. 'm appalled that this enforced prison
torment for dogs is legal in the UK.”
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PRESS RELEASE, for immediate release, 22" November 2023

93 cross-party MPs say false claims about human medicine, used to justify horrific
experiments on dogs and other animals, should be judged and stopped in arigorous
public scientific hearing.

In response to #OperationBeagle, launched on March 7th by Ricky Gervais, Peter Egan and
Chris Packham, cross-party MPs have studied the scientific evidence and agree that animal
experiments need to go on trial.

93 cross-party Members signed Early Day Motion 278, and Martyn Day MP has re-tabled the
Motion as EDM 25.

The EDM calls for the Government to mandate a unique public scientific hearing, on claims
that results from animal experiments can be used to predict the responses of humans, in
disease research and the safety testing of new medicines.

MPs are calling for the science hearing to be judged by independent experts from the
relevant science fields: including evolutionary biology, complexity science, chaos theory,
genetics, clinical research, drug development, basic research and philosophy of

science. Never before has an independently judged science hearing been mandated by the
Government; previous inquiries into animal testing have been overseen by many with a clear
vested interest in animal experiments.

Martyn Day MP says: “The Government is ignoring a wealth of peer reviewed scientific
evidence that clearly shows animal experiments are not working: animals are simply not
capable of predicting — in advance — what will happen in a human, in the fields of disease
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research and the safety testing of new medicines. That is why | have tabled this EDM, to
shine a much needed spotlight on the urgent need to demonstrate, in a public scientific
hearing, the widely reported medical failure of animal experiments, in the search for human
treatments and cures. We urgently need to redirect funding to human relevant science,
which is available today and comes with a track record of success."

‘Operation Beagle’ spotlights the breed of dog used in these cruel experiments, together with
Charles Darwin's great ship HMS Beagle: scientists state that the human medical evidence
against using animal experiments is founded upon Darwin’s Theory of Evolution and current
understanding of evolutionary biology. Today, scientists understand that it is crucial
differences between species which explain why animal testing is failing the search for human
treatments and cures.

The human medical failure of animal experiments is today widely reported by experts
publishing in the peer reviewed scientific literature, including Dr. Fiona Godlee, Editor in
Chief of the British Medical Journal, who reports that it is “nearly impossible to rely on most
animal data to predict whether or not an intervention will have a favourable clinical benefit-
risk ratio in human subjects; ... if research conducted on animals continues to be unable to
reasonably predict what can be expected in humans, the public’s continuing endorsement
and funding of preclinical animal research seems misplaced.” [1] The FDA states that nine
out of ten new human medicines fail to pass clinical trials, because animals cannot predict
human responses [2]; the US-based National Cancer Institute says we have lost cures for
cancer, because studies in rodents have been believed [3] and scientists working in the
pharmaceutical industry openly acknowledge the failure of animal experiments in their drug
development process, and write about this often, in the peer reviewed scientific literature. [4]

Rare footage filmed inside MBR Acres, the Cambridgeshire-based breeder of laboratory
dogs, prompted Chris Packham to join the Operation Beagle campaign, with Ricky Gervais,
Peter Egan and rescued laboratory dog Betsy Ambassador.

On watching the MBR footage, Chris Packham says: "l am ashamed to be human. | am
ashamed to be British. | am ashamed that as a dog lover that this could be happening
anywhere on earth. Because this footage is a view of hell. It's left me reeling and confused
because | simply do not understand how or why this can continue to happen...what is the
matter with people? If this were a ‘zoo’ it would be shut down immediately. Please, please
help us put an end to this unimaginable cruelty."

The new footage filmed inside MBR shows the dismal factory farm conditions of UK-bred
laboratory puppies, and the confinement these beagles are forced to endure, whilst awaiting
their fate to be transported to laboratories. Puppies are seen pacing up and down displaying
repetitive stereo-type behaviour, typical of animals driven insane by being enclosed in too
small a space. The small enclosures which confine the dogs are covered in the puppies'
faeces, which the dogs cannot avoid when they walk. Each enclosure contains one toy
chained to the wall, the dogs cannot play with the toy as they cannot remove it from the wall.
Many of the dogs are reduced to motionless shock, displaying signs of severe trauma and
clinical depression.

Ricky Gervais says: "l am deeply shocked to see the suffering of these innocent beautiful
puppies, crammed into small cells with floors covered in the puppies' excrement. It is
absolutely heartbreaking to see the sadness and lack of hope in these Beagles' eyes. They
have nowhere to go, nowhere to run, no outside smells to enjoy; one toy is chained to the
side of their cells. I'm appalled that this enforced prison torment for dogs is legal in the UK."
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Chris Packham, Ricky Gervais and Peter Egan are calling for an immediate ban
on experiments on dogs, and for the Government to mandate the rigorous public scientific
hearing called for by EDM 25.

Experiments on dogs typically involve being force-fed chemicals every day, for up to 90
days, with no pain relief or anaesthetic. This force-feeding, or gavage procedure, is classified
as 'mild suffering' by the Home Office licensing system; Home Office statistics show that
67% of all experiments on dogs were for this force-feeding procedure.

Peter Egan says: "Narrating this film is one of the saddest things | have ever done. Nothing
can prepare you for the shock of seeing the grief-stricken, clinical depression endured by
these beautiful puppies. It is terrible to see the puppies' repetitive pacing, back and forth, as
they go slowly insane inside their small cells. It's hard to imagine the stench that greets them
as they try to dodge the excrement and urine which covers their cells' floors. Nothing can
prepare you for the shocking truth, that this cruelty to dogs is happening right here in the
heart of the British Cambridgeshire countryside. | urge everyone to please take action and
ask your MP to sign the EDM 25 science hearing, to ban this archaic malpractice. These
horrific experiments are today proven to be entirely failing the search for human treatments
and cures - the Food and Drug Administration says 90% of all animal-tested medicines fail
human trials, because animals cannot predict the responses of humans. If 90% of airplanes
crashed there would be an immediate ban on the production of more, not a call for them
them be gradually 'phased out'. It is time to ban these horrific animal experiments once - and
for all".

Patricia Gibson MP says: "The science hearing called for by Parliament EDM 278 will
enable funding to be redirected to human-relevant science, such as gene-based medicine,
where treatments today are able to match the individual DNA of each unique patient.
Scientists report that these gene-based treatments are different even for identical twins,
such is the advanced knowledge provided by this field of personalised medicine."

MBR Acres breeds between 1,600 and 2,000 dogs annually; the puppies are kept indoors for
their entire lives and from 16 weeks old, they're sold to laboratories.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION TO HELP!

Visit the new #OperationBeagle website published in support of the Daily Mirror exclusive,
where you can tweet the Prime Minister and ask your MP to sign EDM 25 to ban these
experiments: Operation Beagle | Campaigning to End Animal Experiments

ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS
Outdated laws

The outdated Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act and its 3Rs laws — established in 1959 for
‘humane experimental technique on animals’ — has long been surpassed by the 2003
Human Genome Project, bringing key advances in evolutionary biology and developmental
biology, genetics, gene regulation, gene expression, and gene networks - in addition to
advances in understanding complex systems — all of which have significantly increased our
understanding on why animals are not capable of predicting human responses in medical
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research and safety testing, and therefore widely reported to be failing the search for human
treatments and cures. (5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15).
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